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Katalin Szili 
 

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTS  
AND THE CONVENTION ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE 

 
 
László Csaba 
 

THE CRISIS OF ENLARGEMENT 
 
Contrary to the broad mass of expert proposals and the efforts for political reform, the 
eastern enlargement of the European Union is taking place without a preliminary 
comprehensive reform of the EU decision-making and major redistribution systems. 
This is a paradox that requires explanation, for even with just fifteen members the 
Union had reached the boundary of being able to function. The hypothesis is put 
forward that an expansion without reforms will lead initially to paralysis and then – 
towards the end of the decade – to real and comprehensive reforms. Thus, the eastern 
enlargement will indeed have a revitalising effect. 
 
 
Béla Kádár 
 

LET US NOT FEAR EUROPE! 
 

When today we speak of Europe, we think primarily of European integration, the 
European Union, and accession. In an economic sense, Europe is already an existing 
reality, which, measured on a historical scale, has moved in a remarkably short time – 
just four and a half decades – from co-operation on free trade to a common currency 
introduced in the countries representing the mainstay of the European economic 
potential and from trade policy to the harmonisation of monetary processes. The 
developments of recent months have shown, of course, that Europe is not yet a 
political reality: there is neither unison on foreign and security policy nor any real 
military capability. 
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Gabr ielle Hedr i Ízik 
 

WHAT NEW ELEMENTS WILL BE ADDED  
TO THE EUROPEAN UNION’S STRATEGY ON FOREIGN RELATIONS? 

 
Reviewing the three stages of integration against the background of changes brought 
about by the transformation of the world economy and of world politics, one may 
conclude that the community that previously feared the acceptance of countries with 
backward economies has recognised the necessity of enlargement. Despite the close 
inter-relatedness of foreign trade and foreign policy, it has been shown that the 
absence of a common foreign policy is not always a disadvantage. The history of the 
European Union, which stretches back almost half a century, also demonstrates that 
the security and prosperity of the rich countries will be jeopardised if the scientific and 
technological achievements of the era are reflected in the living standards of a mere 
fifth of humanity. 
 
 
Zsolt Becsey 
 

THE AIMS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMON FOREIGN  
AND SECURITY POLICY 

 
The European Union is not a common defence organisation and its defence policy 
measures are limited to crisis management. Military action by the Union may be a final 
measure – alongside a broad range of other (primarily economic) possibilities. The 
Union has considerable room for manoeuvre in its foreign relations: sanctions, aid, 
granting or suspending trade benefits, entry bans, freezing monetary assets etc. Such 
means enable substantial achievements in the field of foreign relations throughout the 
world. Its actions in the field of crisis management will merely supplement these 
means. Since, apart from Malta and Cyprus, all of the new member states are NATO 
members or will become so in 2004, the author of the article believes that, rather than 
strengthen the demand for a common European defence system, the process of 
enlargement will in fact focus attention on increased co-operation between NATO and 
the EU. 
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István Csej tei 
 

THE FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
OF THE DRAFT OF CONSTITUTION OF THE EUROPEAN CONVENT 

 
The most important, novel, essential items of the draft of constitution are the parts 
concerned with the common foreign policy and defence. This trend of development 
coincides with the Hungarian strategic interests – says an official of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Therefore for the sake of efficient operation of the EU and for the 
equivalence of Member States as well as to assure the balance of institutions, in the 
IGC the efforts of the Hungarian diplomacy should focus on - beside the priorities 
concerning the protection of national minorities - the strengthening and further 
development of the new features of these policies, and should promote a faster 
progress on the field of common foreign policy and defence.  
 
 
Ern�  Tar i 
 

EUROPEAN UNION COMPETITION POLICY AND STRATEGIC 
ALLIANCES 

 

Since the signing of the Treaty of Rome in 1957, there has been competition policy at 
community level within the European Union. At the time of the formation of the 
European Communities, the founder states were committed to ensuring effective 
competition within the common market, based on the principle of the free movement of 
economic resources (goods and services, capital and labour). From its very conception, 
competition policy at community level has always aimed at preventing collusion 
between companies, cartel agreements and monopolistic ambitions, in order to maintain 
the integrity of competition. 

 
József Sárai 
 

CHANGES IN THE HUNGARIAN COMPETITION RULES 
 
On its May 16th of 2003 session the Parliament approved the draft of amendment of 
the Act LVII of 1996 on the Prohibition of Unfair and Restrictive Market Practices 
(hereinafter Act on Competition). The amendment became necessary due to Hungary’s 
accession to the European Union as well as by the impending reform of the community 
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competition law. The article gives a brief review of the community competition law 
and the proposed reform while informing about the crucial items of the amendment. 
P. Em� ke Császár  
 

THE FREE MOVEMENT OF CAPITAL IN THE FIELD  
OF PROPERTY INVESTMENT IN THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 
The object of the essay is to make known the changes in the regulations of the 
European Economic Community and the European Community relating to the free 
movement of capital and property investment, thereby examining both the legal norms 
as well as the interpretative practice of the European Court. In view of Hungary’s 
impending accession to the European Union, the final part of the essay examines the 
domestic legal regulations in this field, comparing and contrasting them with 
community norms. 
 
 
Judit Saad 
 

EU INTEGRATION AS REFLECTED  
IN HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENTARISM 

 
How are legislatures at the state level involved in integration matters, how can the 
scope of national parliaments be expanded in this field, over and above their 
traditionally compulsory tasks (e.g. the ratification of international agreements, the 
transposing of community law into national legislation etc.)? These issues have been 
on the agenda in the EU member countries for long time. As they await accession, the 
countries of Eastern Europe now face similar problems and – just like their West 
European partners – they too must reconsider the role of their national parliaments. 
The author of the paper provides a historical overview of the role and place of the 
Committee on European Integration Affairs of the Hungarian Parliament in the process 
of integration. 
 
Gábor Lakatos 
 

THE BUDGET OF THE UNION AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 
Hungary, as a member state shall consider the role, the European Parliament plays in 
budgeting, since the Hungarian Government will not be able to get around it in the 
annual discussion on the distribution of Union subsidies. The MPs representing 
Hungary in the European Parliament may obviously render help in the development of 



English Summaries 

� � � � � � � �� 	 
 � � � � 
 � � � �� � � � �� � � � �  � � 
 �

the good and efficient relationship, who beside representing the European cases may 
adequately represent the Hungarian national interests as well.   


